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grotesque and in this they are certainly masters. There is a
quantity of Korean pottery exhibited, the most noticeable being
the objects found in the royal tombs of the Koryo dynasty
(IXth to XlVth Centuries). A little is parti-underglazed and
coloured but the majority is celadon green, reddish brown or
black. The designs are often intricate and the form interesting
but the reputed value appeared to me entirely unwarranted by
their artistic quality. Their rarity may perhaps justify it, but
compared to the exquisite exhibits of the Peking Palace the
Korean pottery appears very inferior. The Japanese have issued
a catalogue of the Seoul Museum—a volume de luxe of superb
workmanship, printing and illustration.
I went of course to the local zoological gardens where there are
not only some fine specimens of the Korean, or Manchurian
long-haired tiger but also a number of beasts and birds that one
did not expect to meet in Korea and that seemed strangely out
of place, for example the hippopotamus and the ostrich. The
collection of cranes, storks and water fowl was very attractive,
the birds in good condition. The carnivorous animals were fed
on unplucked dead chickens, a cheaper nourishment than meat.
The fowl were placed between the bars by the keepers and
removed and eaten one by one by the wild beasts. The glory of
the lions and the splendour of the long-haired tigers was a little
diminished by the quantity of feathers that adhered to their lips
and jaws, and which it took a considerable amount of after-meal
licking to get rid of.
Near the zoological gardens is the Shotoku Kiu—the palace of
Prince Yi, the son of the last Emperor. The gardens except
those which surround the Prince's private palace are open to
the public and are very beautiful—with their woods, Japanese,
Chinese and Korean gardens and lakes of Lotus and Japanese
Iris. In one of the kiosks, some members of the royal family
were enjoying their afternoon in company with a number of
heavily built and heavily robed Korean dancing girls. The
palace buildings lie scattered about the gardens and several are
being utilised as museums, containing parts of the royal
collection of the Korean Kings.
It rained heavily during most of my few days' stay in Seoul
and I was able to see very little of the attractive surroundings
of the town* My visit was rendered pleasant however by the
kind hospitality of one or two friends, whose knowledge of the
country and its people was profound.

